HISTORY OF THE MARLENE REID CENTRE

	1983 February
	North West Leicestershire Council for Voluntary Service was inaugurated at the request of community and voluntary groups

	1985 November
	A petition of over 600 signatures and 20 letters of support from community groups, statutory and voluntary agencies were sent to Leicestershire County Council requesting Belvoir Road School for a Volunteer Centre

	June 1986
	LCC Full Council decided that Belvoir Road School should be used as a Volunteer Centre and that the Committee supported the sale of the freehold to NWLCVS.  A commitment to the project from LCC for up to three years.

	1986 November
	Funding granted by RIBA Community Projects Fund to engage an architect/professional advisor to prepare feasibility study

	1986 November
	North West Leicestershire District Council granted funding for relocation costs over a four-year period.

	1986
	Community Architect appointed

	1986
	British Coal donated funding towards capital costs

	1986
	Following a competition in the community, the Centre was named in memory of Marlene Reid, a long serving volunteer and Honorary Secretary of NWLCVS

	1987
	NWLCVS, with the help of local individuals and groups, raised £10,000 from fundraising towards capital costs.

	1987
	LCC vacated the building

	1987
	Phase 1 of the building works began on conversion of the Junior School area into offices and meeting rooms

	1987 April
	The first Base User moved into the Centre

	1987 June
	Phase 1 completed and painted by members of the community, volunteers and staff of voluntary/community groups

	1987 June
	The Volunteer Bureau and Outreach Teams moved into the Centre

	1987 August
	Phase 2 began on conversion of the chapel area into offices, reception area, charity shop and upper main hall

	1987 September
	Further NWLCVS workers moved into the Centre

	1987 December
	Phase 2 completed

	1988
	Groups began to move into Phase 2

	1988 March
	The remaining NWLCVS staff moved to the Centre

	1988 April
	At NWLCVS Mid Year Council Meeting, the Infant Block was named after a long serving volunteer Mr Ernest Favier

	1988 July
	Phase 3 building works commenced on the conversation of the Infant Block into workshops.

	1988 September
	Phase 3 completed

	1988 November
	Phase 4 small building works began

	1989
	58 groups/organisations were now using the Centre

	1989 June
	The design and conversion of the Centre was highly commended in the Times/RIBA Community Enterprise Awards Scheme as the most imaginative, viable and need filling community building in the UK.  The Certificate was presented by HRH Prince Charles

	1990 April
	At NWLCVS Mid Year Council Meeting County Councillor David Radford handed over the ownership of the Centre with a key ceremony to a Trustee

	1990 July
	The playground was resurfaced as a car park

	1990
	Phase 5, the conversation of the toilet block into a Play Centre and Toy Library, was completed and opened by the Chair of NWLCVS, David Thomas

	1990 December
	End of year figures showed that over 1,000 sessions had been booked for the first time

	1991 January
	 Phase 6, the creation of a mezzanine floor above the Conference Room, commenced

	1991 April
	A commemorative plaque and photograph of Marlene Reid was unveiled in the Centre foyer at the Mid Year Council Meeting

	1991 April
	Phase 6 completed

	1991 May
	The first occupants of the mezzanine floor moved in

	1991 August
	The target of the Hall being in use every weekday evening is achieved

	1992 July
	Further mezzanine floors created

	1993 July
	The Centre celebrated its 1,000th room booking

	1997
	NWLCVS became a Company Limited by Guarantee and new registered charity number was issued.

	2003/4  

__________

2005-

2006

2007
	Meeting rooms refurbished.

_____________________________________________________

Entrance doors to the Marlene Reid Centre changed to automatic glass door with push pad entry

Double glazing to ground floor windows

Lift and toilets upgraded in lieu with DDA regulations

Woodwork room extension to the Favier Building completed

Double-glazing of Favier building windows.

No.1 Melbourne Street purchased.

Refurbishment of Hall and kitchen area and heating system.

Windows double-glazed.

Disabled access to No.1 Melbourne Street and toilet in line with DDA regulations.

New Chairs for the Hall


